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Great Xmas lights on a local house...you could see 


it for miles away 
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When the family come 
round one of my great 
pleasures is seeing their 
interaction together 
here, present opening and 
story time, means my 
camera is not obvious and 
these delightful shots re- 
flect the lovely time of life 
called childhood 
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We love having the kids to stay 
but when a ‘thank you’ like this 


arrives it really makes you feel 
life’s great 


This secret rocket 
launch pad in 
Winchmore Hill 


was hardly noticed 
by the locals 
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There is a favourite walk of ours 
from Bayford to Hertford that is 
very varied: from fieldsto woods 


and then small opemnills 
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ith all the wet weather since 
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istmas there are lots of moss- 


covered trees and rocks 


Photo History 


=. PER MEMORIAL OF 
, “4 “LION AND OF PUBLIC @pn-ty 4 
bro HERES Barcer JS INSCRIBED Tod 
eae AKER. COMMANDER OF 
ees ; RSH JOHN DAVIS, tT FIRS: 
R OTHER MARINERS ,UNTFORT 

| ON THE OTF ORY , 

OVP BNMORANT RAY IN THE 
taeeIN RESCUING 


‘M.SLOOP PEE 
St LIEUTENAN’ 
TUN.ASELY PERT 
UNE 1804, ‘ 
ISLAND OF U4 Ma Fee 
y FROM DESTRUCTION. ee 
ta ENP > CREW 7 . : ti : 
il a TERE CREW OF A SPANISH SCHOONSE.S 
a DEN FOUNBERING vr cir, a 
* 


brave boat crew who perished 
in 1804 off Jamaica saving the 
crew of a Spanish boat that 
was in distress. This memorial 
is hidden in the woods here 
and they led by a local com- 
mander 
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PLAIN CLOTHES 
to remain inconspicuous 
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Is it only Lynn and | that see the 
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2014 and the London skyline is still full of 


cranes and ever climbing tower blocks 
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The escalators in 
Southgate station were 


faithfully restored a few 


years ago and they are 
an absolute delight 
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It is hard for man to 
improve on the 
Shapes in nature as 
these wonderful fungi 
clearly show 
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| thought my namesake should have one of 
his paintings displayed on this crane outside 
his exhibition to attract crowds 
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My 70th at The 
Belvedere in 
Holland Park 


was great fun 
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It was real 
family day 
and it was 
totally 
special for 
me 
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BELVEDER 


HOLLAND PARK 
aa es __Lunch Menu ~ 3 Courses 


Slaclecs 
Smoked Scottish Salmon, Mixed Leaves, Bri 
Eggs Benedict, Hollandaise § 
Parma Ham, Celeriac Remoulade, Roch 
Prawn & Avocado Cocktail, Sauce Marie R 
Artichoke, Leek & Red Onion Tart, 4 
Goose Rillettes, Apple Chutney, Sou 
Devilled Whitebait, Tartar § 
Pumpkin Soup, Chive Créme 


Tuna Carpaccio, Fennel, Orange & Parsley salac 


Fish & Chips, Mushy Peas, Tartur suuce 
Fillet of Seabass, Salsify, Mushrooms & Parsley Veloute 


Lemon Sole Meuniere, Pomme Puree & Spinach 

Grilled Lamb Cutlets, Pommes Boulangere, Confit Cherry Tomato, 
Grilled Flat Iron Steak, Chips, Mixed Leaves, Snails & 

Roast Goosnargh, Crushed New Potatoes, Culy Kale, 

Grilled Pork Loin Steak, Mustard Mash, Koffmanns 

Duck Confit, Braised Red Cabbage, Sauté Potato & 


Penne Arrabbiata, Olives, Mushrooms & Parme| 
Desserts 


Vanilla & Gingerbread Cheesecake, Strawbei 


Apple & Cinnamon Crumble, Sauce Ang y ’ 
Chocolate & Digestive Terrine, Raspberry SS 
Pistachio Créme Brulee — 
Raspberry & Almond Tart, Clotted Cre XN 
Eton Mess, Mixed Fruits, Chantilly Cream & ca ’ 
Chocolate Brownie, Créme Fraiche Ice cream & Cia ve 


Selection of Cheeses, Grapes & Crack, jw 


= 


Chef: Gary O'Sullivan 
Prices include VAT - A 12.5% discretionary service charge will 
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My lords, ladies 


Gentlemen and 
granddad 
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The Belvedere is 
such a lovely setting 
and the food was 
great too...but best 
of all was the com- 
pany. With a family 
like ours we count 
our blessings 


Martin, Doreen 


Maxine, Stuart & Billie 
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Lynn & Ben 


Sharon and Jo 


Larnie with John 
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..” and if sir continues to be 
rude one may be compelled 
to give sir another bang on 

the head” 
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On my 70th birthday...my child bride 


It was the best birthday ever 
and Lynn’s painting was a 
total surprise 
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A birthday present from 
DP ..a few days walking in 
Teignmouth in Cornwall .We 
had a fantastic time together. 
With kids like ours what more 
can one ask for 
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Ted Stourton, the owner of The 
Camelot Hotel is a prolific artist (DP 


even bought a painting) and is a fas- 
cinating character (even singing a 


ballad for us). The hotel was FULL of 
his paintings and was very atmos- 
pheric 


Hotel canine 


security 
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A really fantastic situation 


Right on the tip of 
the headland 
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The shetlands roaming the cliff tops weren’t the only things that were totally drenched.. 
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With beauty all 
round us like this 
it was a special 
place just to sit 
and enjoy life 
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LIVE DJ SETS FROM FAKE CLUB + 
THE GLITTER BEATS + GABBY YOUNG 
LIVE STREAMED ON TV 
FREE COCKTAILS + GIFT BAG 
FREE EXCLUSIVE RODNIK X SHOPCADE T-SHIRT 
CELEB GUESTS, MINI MAKEOVERS 
BE PHOTOGRAPHED + FEATURED ON SHOPCADE 
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Postscript.....1t has been a pretty eventful start to 2014 in the UK with the wettest period in recoded history. The floods in 
the country were disastrous with some farms being under water for over 6 weeks. Besides the on-going problems they 
faced the problems of fields that will take a long while to recover. Many Thames-side towns and other areas were also 
inundated and added to the flooding damage was sewage pollution from drains which added another dimension to their 
misery. Many people were uninsured and faced losing everything. It is hard to imagine the misery that this has caused 
throughout the country. 


The change in the weather patterns are being experienced worldwide and in the USA, for example there are variations 
from all-time record low freezing temperatures to droughts in other areas. 


As a country we will have to plan for these eventualities and put into place more efficient united responses that are co- 
ordinated in one body which can react much more promptly. Many large companies and organisations have back-up facili- 
ties in place with totally separate IT systems that spring into action in the eventuality of a major incident. Something along 
this line will have to be introduced so that in the event of any incident there is a contingency pre-prepared plan of action in 
place. Our current blame culture is really quite useless. We do not need a scape- goat.. ...we need a plan of action. 


On as personal level the kids came here for Xmas and have developed really delightful individual traits and personalities. 
Beau with his thoughtful ways and raising a glass to toast me at my party. Peachie with the lovely letters of thanks and cud- 
dles without prompting. Larnie with her messages on line and delightful ways. Tammy with her zany phone calls and super- 
quick wit—always a cheerful antidote to a miserable day. DP with his thoughtful emails and calls and the wonderful 
thoughtful presents they all gave me for my birthday (Tea at the Ritz...an allotment...walking in Cornwall...and their pres- 
ence at the family party for my 70th was so special. 


Lynn, my darling, made my 70th a day to remember...the early morning breakfast table had the ‘birthday toast’ replaced 
by a scrumpy mini chocolate 70th gateau with a candle...still sexy at 70... Then followed a really wonderful present..a 
Georg Jensen black-faced watch and the most fantastic present ever...a painting that she had been doing in secret of the 
dual aspect of her hubby all framed and signed...| really appreciate this...so much thought and love. It was really special 


DP gave me a most original gift that was incredibly thoughtful. ...a walking trip together ..just like old times. We met at 
Bristol station and it was hilarious when he left his famous over-trousers on the train only to have them returned via rail- 
way staff and different trains as we shot through Newton Abbot...a totally fabulous feat of co-ordination. The walk was 
memorable and the hotel was really quirky (see the photos) and we had a memorable time together. 


Tammy and Ben secretly had arranged the allotment for me at the rear of their house and | kept on about this without 
knowing that they had already arranged it for me...what a great surprise. 


The family meal at The Belvedere posed problems as to whom we should invite and we finally decided to keep it to ‘just 


family’ as there are so many wonderful friends that it would have made it impossible to arrange. The setting, service and 
food were splendid and the nicest thing about the lunch was the relaxed way that everyone got on so well together and 
that is a bonus and no amount of planning can cement that bond. 


Mum had a fall when we took her home after a meal here and broke her hip. After 4 weeks in both Barnet and Chase Farm 
Hospitals it was not possible for her to look after herself any more because of her lack of mobility and the onset of demen- 
ture so we managed to find Wellington Park Residential Home which is lovely and where she is now being well looked after 


Despite the really wet weather Lynn and | have braved the elements and attired in really sexy waterproofs we squelched 
through mud and puddles that were mini rivers to enjoy our country walks with that great cuppa at the end. 


The Ukraine are, at the time of writing, having a bloody time with 77 dead fighting against a corrupt regime where re- 
sistance (many unarmed) were shot by government troops and snipers. Yesterday there was a signed peace agreement but 
| can’t see it holding until the president(?) resigns and a new government is formed...time will tell. 


Apologies if this postscript is ‘Ralph-centred’ but | guess that is my prerogative as | write the bloody thing. 


Finally, on a business front. Sass is slowly, slowly getting established and on the next page are some shots Lynn and | got at 
London Fashion Week. The catering has been neglected a bit and | am currently advertising the business for sale. Feb 2014 


